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Kiara Childs is a doctoral student

in the Communication studies

Department at UNC-Chapel Hill.

Childs is a media scholar in

training who seeks to research

ways Black women create voice

and counterpublics through social

media.  

 

Before pursuing her doctoral

degree, she received a BA in

Journalism and Mass

Communication and Gender and

Women’s studies from the

University of Wisconsin-Madison.

When she is not engulfed in her

work, she loves to indulge in skin

care, tacos, and reality TV. 

ABOUT  K IARA   



RELEVANTL INKS  

 

Triangle Women in STEM: 

trianglewomeninstem.org 

 



ERICA FEDOR

Erica Fedor is a musicologist who 

aims to engage a variety of 

communities and publics through her 

research, writing, and scholarship. 

Her dissertation explores U.S. 

government-sponsored music 

diplomacy initiatives in the early-to- 

mid 2000s.  

 

Erica holds a B.A. in English with 

Honors and Music with Honors from 

Wake Forest University and an M.M. 

in Ethnomusicology from Florida 

State University. Before beginning 

doctoral study, Erica spent a year 

teaching English at a grammar 

school in Dobruška, Czech Republic 

through a Fulbright English Teaching 

Assistantship.  

ABOUT  ERICA  



RELEVANT  L INKS 

Next Level: 

www.nextlevel-usa.org 



Grant Glass is a PhD student in the

department of English and

Comparative Literature at University

of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. He is

Assistant Director of the Digital

Literacy and Communications Lab

and is an Assistant Project manager

for the William Blake Archive.  

 

His dissertation project, "Pirating

Texts" traces the thousands of

pirated, republished, abridged,

imitated, and translated editions of

Daniel Defoe’s The Life and

Surprising Adventures of Robinson

Crusoe (1719) to show how these

various editions often reflect the

place and time of their production

and consumption.  

ABOUT  GRANT  



RELEVANTL INKS  

Digital Grant Glass:  

digitalgrantglass.com 

 

Pirating Texts: 

orgilbatzaya.github.io/pirating-

texts-site/ 

 

Tracing the Reception of Robinson

Crusoe: 

www.zooniverse.org/projects/grant

glass/robinson-crusoe 

 

An interview with Grant Glass: 

triangledh.org/pirating-texts-an-

interview-with-grant-glass-2/ 

 

Carolina Digital Humanities

Initiative: 

cdh.unc.edu/ 

 

 



Anusha Hariharan is training to be a socio-cultural

Anthropologist and work in the Tamil-speaking

regions of South Asia through a queer feminist lens.

Her graduate work is oriented towards

understanding women activists’ lives in Tamil Nadu,

southern India, specifically what counts as

“politics” for them in their everyday lives, and how

they have built solidarities across time, and across

axes of social difference such as caste and class.

Her pre-dissertation work focused on how Dalit

feminist activists reconfigure notions of community

and identity through activist labor.   

ABOUT  ANUSHA  



RELEVANT  L INKS 

More on Anusha: 

https://gradschoolmagazine.unc.edu

/2017/04/global-scholars/ 

 

 



Sonny Kelly is a PhD candidate and

storyteller whose career goals include

becoming a professor, performer and

youth intervention program practitioner

who shares and witnesses the stories

of diverse communities.   

 

Sonny practices participatory action

research in Fayetteville, NC, serving as

an artist in residence with the

Fayetteville Urban Ministry Find-A-

Friend program, and developing original

performance pieces for, and with,

diverse communities.  These endeavors

have allowed Sonny to employ live

performance, theatrical training,

photography, ethnography and focus

group work to delve into the causes,

effects and possible solutions to the

social ills that challenge marginalized

youth of color.  

ABOUT  SONNY 



RELEVANT  L INKS 

Sunny Kelly's Website: 
SonnyKelly.com 

 
Fayetteville-Cumberland 

Arts Council 
www.theartscouncil.com 

 
Fayetteville Urban 

Ministries' Find-a-Friend 
Program: 

https://www.fayurbmin.org 
/find-a-friend



Meli Kimathi--a nonprofit manager,

educator and social worker by training,

lifetime learner and wandering soul by

experience--labors at the intersections

of race, gender, and culture to activate

wisdom, words, and ways for

community-rooted possibilities.  

 

She researches the use of personal

musical practices for mental health

maintenance and political solidarity and

in praxes of palliative care for our dying

master narratives. Meli is currently a

Doctoral Student in Communication at

UNC-Chapel Hill, where her public

humanities scholarship explores the heal

ing work of DJs through African diaspora

music in live party spaces. 

A  B  O  U  T  M  E  L  I   



RELEVANT  L INKS 

 

BUMP the Triangle 

www.bumpthetriangle.org 

 

BUMP: THE TRIANGLE 

 

"We envision resilient 

and empowered youth 

engaged with 

communities, growing 

together in artistic & 

intellectual excellence 

through music of the 

African Diaspora." 

 



Abigail Lee holds an M.F.A. in

poetry writing and is a doctoral

student in the English &

Comparative Literature department. 

 

She studies contemporary multi-

ethnic literature, with a focus on

film, TV, and new media

representations of cross-cultural

exchange between racial and

ethnic groups. As a teacher, she is

committed to a praxis of critical

and liberatory pedagogy. Recently,

Abigail was named a 2018 PAGE

fellow by Imagining America. 

ABOUT  ABIGAIL  



RELEVANT  L INKS 

Friday Center Correctional

Education Program: 

https://fridaycenter.unc.edu/creditp

rograms/correctional/ 

"One of the most important things 
I will take away from this 
experience, though, is the 

community formed among the 
HPP grant recipients. I have a new 

community of peers, all doing 
publicly engaged work, who 

inspire and support me. Finding 
this community has been 

transformational." 



Lara Lookabaugh researches feminist geography,

post-development, digital humanities, and

participatory, activist, and decolonial theory and

methodology, centered around indigenous

women's organizing and settler colonialism in

Guatemala. 

 

She holds an MLIS from Florida State University

in 2011 and an MA in Latin American Studies from

the University of Florida in 2015, and worked for

9 years as a library & information professional.  

 

Since 2012, Lara has worked on a collaborative

podcast and audio zine —Female Trouble—which

seeks to highlight music made by women and

non-binary artists in all genres. She has been a

volunteer with Girls Rock Gainesville since its

inception in 2013 and is a volunteer DJ for WXYC

Chapel Hill. 

ABOUT  LARA  



RELEVANT  L INKS 

 

Lara's website: 

laralookabaugh.web.unc.edu/ 

 

Lara's podcast: 

femaletroubleradio.tumblr.com/ 



Isabell's doctoral research focuses

on LGBTQ organizing for racial and

economic justice since the '70s. She

serves as a field scholar with the

Southern Oral History Program.  

 

Isabell holds a BA in History-

Sociology from Columbia University,

an MA in Women’s and Gender

Studies from UNC Greensboro. She

has taught at a variety of levels, and

worked for non-profits and social

change organizations.  

 

She has been involved in activism

for many years in her hometown of

Greensboro, NC, where she

continues to live with her five year

old son. 

ABOUT  ISABELL  



RELEVANT  L INKS 

SNCC Digital Gateway: 

snccdigital.org 

 

SNCC Legacy Project: 

www.sncclegacyproject.org 

 

Center for Documentary Studies: 

documentarystudies.duke.edu 

 

 

"For me, just getting to be 
around people interested in 

bridging activist and academic 
spaces was invaluable. I 

focused on connecting with 
and getting to know these 
'kindred spirits,' and as a 

result had an amazing 
learning experience that 

helped clarify and bolster my 
purpose in my PhD program." 



Carlos Serrano is a doctoral student

in the Department of Geography at

the University of North Carolina at

Chapel Hill. His research focuses on

how geographies can impact the

organizing of social movements and

other forms of community activism.

More specifically, his work

examines the potential and

limitations of education activism in

the Chapel Hill-Carrboro area. 

 

Before graduate school, he had been

involved in labor and educational

organizing in his hometown of

Miami.  

ABOUT  CARLOS 



RELEVANT  L INKS 

Campaign for Racial Equity in Our

Schools: 

www.facebook.com/ 

campaignforracialequity/ 

"My project is fundamentally 
premised  on the 

transformative potential of 
education happening beyond 

the walls of a formal 
institution. Given the uneven 
educational realities in this 

university town, I am 
determined to bridge the 

intellectual work happening 
at UNC to the community 

struggles that are occurring 
all around us." 



A life-long Ohioan until 2017,

Emily graduated from Denison University

with degrees in English and Religion and

earned her Master’s degree at Ohio

University. Her doctoral research centers

on eighteenth - and nineteenth-century

British women writers, gender politics,

and adaptations. She helps to

facilitate UNC's annual Jane Austen

Summer Program, which invites scholars,

secondary school teachers, and Austen

fans to collaboratively discuss and

celebrate the author’s work, and is

passionately committed to teaching

strategies which connect first-year

students with broader campus resources. 

ABOUT  EMILY  



RELEVANT  L INKS 

 

Playmaker's Repertory

Company:

playmakersrep.org/ 

 

Jane Austen Summer

Program: 

janeaustensummer.org 



Joanna Smith is a Ph.D. candidate in the Religious

Studies department at the University of North

Carolina at Chapel Hill. Her research and teaching

focus on the themes of violence, prohibition, and

animality with in and American religious history.  

 

She is currently working on a dissertation that

uses models of sacrifice to examine industrial

slaughterhouses as sites of the hidden sacred.  

 

Through her work in the public humanities, she

explores opportunities for academic and activist

cross-pollination between scholars and local

communities of farmers, processors, retailers, and

chefs.   

ABOUT  JOANNA  



RELEVANT  L INKS 

Firsthand Foods: 

firsthandfoods.com 


